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self-serving. Her position in that role raises serious questions about patronage and conflict of interest.  
 
In its own words NSBI is "Nova Scotia’s private sector-led business development agency" which is 
"responsible for attracting foreign direct investment to the province, driving the growth of Nova Scotia's 
economy." To that end in May 2014 NSBI with Halifax Greater Partnership (HGP) hosted a 300 member 
delegation from a Shanghai led by Dongdu International (DDI). This investment group had previously 
expressed its interest in investing in key areas of the Nova Scotia economy; areas which included Rural 
Development, Tourism and Film Industry. In concluding the visit of the delegation the three groups - NSBI, 
GHP and DDI - together signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which clearly delineated the areas of 
their investment interest. DDI Group had projected a high of $3 billion which they would invest over a 10 year 
period. Even if this figure were a gross exaggeration by a factor of ten, that would equate to a potential 
investment of $300,000,000.00, a figure still powerful enough to seriously impact Nova Scotia's financial 
forecasts and create a significant economic boom. Under the influence of so much potential investment one 
could say "there will be a tomorrow" [Diana Whalen] ... Just not one whose profits belongs to Nova Scotians. 
 
What would an investment group have to gain from a pulverized film industry? Answer: Weakened union and 
labor groups, investment opportunity in the form of starving production companies and production service 
companies, a ready pool of unemployed talent and a playing field clear of unnecessary competition. A 
functioning post-production facility which was worth $X Million before the budget would soon afterward be 
worth significantly less. All or part of these outcomes are worthy ends. 
 
Even if the glittering promise of Shanghai investment gold turns out to be so much bunk, it is still a promise 
dazzling enough to woo a caucus of naive sophomore politicos and entice them to abandon their responsibilities 
as protectors of the public good. Liberals don't have a clear victory in the coming election cycle. In their coming 
battle they require allies and many large corporate campaign contributions. It is my strident belief that this 
government has willfully and wantonly abused the public trust to achieve a transient self-serving end. 
 
What proof do I have of these convictions? 
History. 
 
Frank Forrestall 
Nova Scotian 




