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R
ecently, the

Forest
Products

A
ssociation

of
N

ova
Scotia

circulated
a

50-called
‘Fact Sheet’

about
N

orthern
Pulp’s

IA.
W

hile
this

docum
ent

contained
m

any
opinions

of
N

orthern
Pulp,

itw
as

shorton
fact.

In
particular,there

rem
ains

m
uch

uncertainty
about

w
hich

specific
aspects

of
the

IA
N

orthern
Pulp,and/or

the
Forest

Products
A

ssociation,
is

particularly
concerned.

G
iven

the
num

ber
of statem

ents
being

circulated
as

fact,C
lean

the
M

illw
ould

like
to

add
the

follow
ing

inform
ation

supported
by

nam
ed,

independent
third-party

studies,
N

orthern
Pulp’s

ow
n

com
m

ents,
and

a
w

ell-docum
ented

public
history

of
negligence:

Statem
ents

from
ForestProducts

C
lean

the
M

illC
om

m
ents

A
ssociation

FactSheet
IN

TRO
D

U
CTIO

N
Paper Excellence

of C
anada

(PEC)
Industry

sources
revealed

thatpulp
m

ills
require

$50
m

illion/year ofcapital investm
entto

stay
current

N
otably,

Irving
purchased

the
mill3.5

years
ago

with
Pulp

announced
a

$450+
m

ilion
capital investm

entin
theirplant last yearto

double
capacity, im

prove
efficiency

and
plans

to
invest and

m
odernize

the
achieve

positive
environm

ental im
provem

ents.
NP

and
its

predecessors
have

only
spent$80

m
illion

on
upgrades

since
plant.

1971
(see

attached
NP

O&A).
NP

is
CIEA

RLY
lagging

in
its

capital investm
ents

and
com

m
itm

ents
to

im
provem

ent.
It has

notbeen
keeping

pace
with

industry
and

relies
too

m
uch

on
governm

ent funding.
Since

its
initialstart-up

in
1967

W
e

w
ould

agree
NP

has
earned

a
reputation

as
w

idely
reported

in
m

any
m

edia
outlets,how

ever, w
e

have
notseen

N
orthern

Pulp
has

earned
a

any
objective

reports
praising

them
as

a
leading

edge
m

anufacturer
in

their
industry.

reputation
as

one
ofNorth

A
m

erica’s
leading

m
anufacturers

ofnorthern
N

P
w

ould
certainly

be
an

im
portant contributor to

the
local econom

y,but untilobjective
evidence

to
supportthis

pointis
bleached

Kraftpulp.Today
the

Pictou
provided,the

argum
entof ‘cornerstone’ cannotcontinue

to
be

accepted
atface

value.
Furtherm

ore, the
lost

County
mill is

the
cornerstone

of the
opportunities

(lostinvestm
ents

due
to

poorair quality, deteriorating
tourism

,declining
property

values, etc)
associated

local econom
y.

with
the

millhave
notbeen

factored
into

this
determ

ination.
G

EN
ERA

L
The

new
IA

.places
a

pulp
production

N
orthern

Pulp
has

repeatedly
failed

to
m

eet itsenvironm
ental responsibilities.

And, N
P

increased
production

at a
tim

e
cap

on
the

mill lim
iting

the
potential

the
com

pany
knew

pollution
reduction

equipm
ent w

as
failing

(Sum
m

er 2014).
T

hese
are

not the
actions

of a
socially

forfinancial stability
and

the
ability

to
responsible

organization.
Therefore, until the

com
pany

can
prove

that itcan
indeed

m
eetits

environm
ental

attract capital.
N

orthern
Pulp

feels
the

responsibilities, itw
ould

be
irresponsible

for a
regulator (N

SE)
to

perm
it greaterproduction.

O
nce

the
facility

is
mill should

have
the

ability
to

increase
com

pletely
in

com
pliance

and
has

show
n

thatno
further environm

entaldegradation
will result from

increased
production

while
being

able
to

m
eet

production, then
the

com
pany

should
be

perm
itted

to
increase

capacity,butnotBEFO
RE

these
im

portant benchm
arks

its
environm

ental responsibilities,
have

been
m

et.
The

new
IA

.requires
additional

There
are

tw
o

additional airem
ission

stack
tests

required
in

the
IA.

A
ccording

to
NP, these

should
have

a
cost of

annual testing
in

excess
ofthe

norm
.

$60,000-$80,000
peryear(see

attached
NP

Q&
A).

There
are

also
additionalstudies

required
in

this
IA.

The
inclusion

The
estim

ated
additionalcost ofthis

ofstudy
requirem

ents
is

not unusual;the
lastIA

also
required

additionalstudies
and

should,
therefore,

be
an

expected
requirem

ent is
in

excess
of$1

m
illion

costofN
P’s

business.
dollars.
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w
eak

relative
to

the
restof the

globe, BUT
there

am
provinces

(A
lberta) that operate

closerto
effluentparam

eters
internationally. (A

lberta
Environm

ent(2005),Technology-based
standards

forpulp
and

paper
millw

astew
ater

releases.
Pub. No:T1805,ISBN

No. 0-77854032-4
(O

n-line
Edition)).

In
addition, a

receentStantec
reportidentified

that m
etalconcentrations

at the
sludge

disposal cellunderdrain
exceed

CCM
E-FAL

guidelines.
No

data
is collected

to
know

ifthese
concentrations

are
exceeded

atthe
aeration

stabilization
basin,

Stantec
also

idenhiffes
that there

are
a

num
ber ofother criteria

that should
be

tested
thatare

not.
Therefore,

there
isevidence

that regulatory
lim

its
m

ight be
exceeded

ifthey
w

ere
tested.

Not testing
forsom

ething
does

not m
ean

itdoes
not exist.

Therefore,
N

SE
is

w
ell w

ithin
its

rights
to

set effluent regulatory
lim

its
and

should
consider

going
even

further
than

those
contained

in
the

IA
given

evidence
from

other jurisdictions
and

independenttests
conducted

at the
B

oat H
arbour site.

The
new

IA
. requires

total reduced
To

this
point, itis

a
regulation

in
O

ntario.
sulphur (TRS)

be
m

easured
and

Therefore, there
is

a
basis

forregulatory
Intervention

by
N

SE.
reduced

in
w

astew
ater-a

new
requirem

ent.
In

O
ntario

this
is

a
brand

new
(optional)

regulation. Itis
the

com
pany’s

position
thatbefore

com
m

itting
to

reductions
itis

necessary
to

fully
understand

w
hat

the
im

pacts
are

ofim
plem

enting
this.

Chem
icalO

xygen
D

em
and

(COD)
is

A
study

com
pleted

by
AM

EC
in

2010
revealed

thatN
P

is
in

the
100th

percentile
of C

anadian
mills’ average

w
aste

w
ater

com
m

only
tested,

butnot a
regulated

CO
D

levels.
This

m
eans

that NP
w

as
in

the
highest percentile

ofw
aste

w
aterCO

D
levels, or,that no

other C
anadian

param
eter in

any
jurisdiction

in
N

orth
m

illhad
higher levels

of CO
D

in
w

aste
w

ater effluent.
(The

AM
EC

report identified
NP

had
a

CO
D

levelof 78.5
A

m
erica. The

new
IA

has
im

posed
kg/adm

t; The
C

anadian
m

edian
CO

D
levelw

as
25.8

kgladm
t.)

This
suggests

thatCO
D

is
a

problem
for NP

and
CO

D
as

an
indirect m

easurem
ent of

som
ething

m
ustbe

done
to

bring
N

P’s
CO

D
levels

closer to
the

C
anadian

average.
Furtherm

ore,w
hereas

other m
ills

organic
pollutants

in
the

w
astew

ater.
ow

n
theirow

n
treatm

ent facilities,this
facility

is
O

W
N

ED
by

the
province

ofN
ova

Scotia.

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

Therefore,regulatory
intervention

is
definitely

w
arranted

as
N

P
is

the
w

orst ofthe
w

orst.
AIR

EM
ISSIO

N
S

The
new

l.A.requires
a

particulate
Y

es, ftIs
an

80%
reduction, but the

lim
it is

220%
higher than

w
hat NP

prom
ised

ftcould
do.

limit on
the

R
ecovery

Boiler of
77m

g/m
3

w
hich

is
a

concern
as

this
The

previous
limit of375

m
g!m

3
w

as
an

outdated
standard, farbeyond

w
hat other m

illsw
ere

perm
itted.

The
reduction

to
represents

an
80%

reduction. Setting
77

mg!m3
iswell within

the
capabilities ofthe

equipm
ent.

The
m

anufacturerguarantee
on

the
recovery

boiler precipitator isthat the

a
regulated

limit so
close

to
the

new
equipm

ent will reduce
PM

to
farless than

the
current limit of77

mgIRm3.

expected
operating

levelis
unusual

‘The
guarantee

from
the

supplieris that w
e

should
be

betw
een

30
and

50
m

illigram
s

per reference
cubic

m
etre,’

3
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an
d

se
ts

N
or

th
er

n
Pu

lp
up

fo
r f

ai
lu

re
.

sa
id

M
ac

ke
nz

ie
, a

dd
in

g
th

at
th

e
cu

rr
en

t s
ta

nd
ar

d
is

37
5

m
ill

ig
ra

m
s.”

Th
e

lim
it

in
th

e
pr

ev
io

us
IA

.w
as

(h
ttp

:/l
m

et
ro

ne
w

s,c
al

ne
w

sl
ha

tif
ax

ll
13

26
09

ln
ov

a-
sc

ot
ia

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t-s

et
sm

ay
-d

ea
dl

in
e-

fo
r-

pu
lp

-m
itl

-to
-f

ix
-

37
5m

g1
m

3.
em

is
si

on
s-

pr
ob

le
m

s!
,A

ug
21

,2
01

4)
In

fa
ct

, 7
7

m
g!

m
3

is
no

tt
he

m
os

ta
gg

re
ss

iv
e

pa
rti

cu
la

te
m

at
te

rt
ar

ge
t i

n
C

an
ad

a.
Si

nc
e

N
P

wi
ll

ha
ve

th
e

m
as

tc
ur

re
nt

te
ch

no
lo

gy
av

ai
la

bl
e

(n
ew

el
ec

tro
st

at
ic

pr
ec

ip
ita

to
r)

to
re

ac
h

th
e

ne
w

ta
rg

et
,

it
sh

ou
ld

ha
ve

no
tro

ub
le

m
ee

tin
g

th
e

st
an

da
rd

,

In
ad

di
tio

n,
th

e
ne

w
IA

do
es

no
tr

ed
uc

e
th

e
lim

it
on

pa
rti

cu
la

te
m

at
te

r f
ro

m
ot

he
rp

la
nt

eq
ui

pm
en

t,
de

sp
ite

m
or

e
ag

gr
es

si
ve

ca
pa

bi
lit

ie
s

an
d

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

el
se

w
he

re
(s

ee
Br

uc
e

an
d

V
an

de
r

V
oo

re
n

(2
00

3)
,T

re
nd

s
in

ai
re

m
is

si
on

lim
its

fo
rw

od
d

cl
as

s
m

ill
s,

Pu
lp

&
Pa

pe
r

C
an

ad
a,

10
4:

7)
.

N
ot

ab
ly

,t
he

po
w

er
bo

ile
ru

pg
ra

de
s

co
m

pl
et

ed
in

20
12

wi
th

a
fe

de
ra

l G
re

en
Tr

an
sf

or
m

at
io

n
Fu

nd
gr

an
tw

er
e

re
qu

ire
d

to
be

ab
le

to
m

ee
t a

ne
w

in
-s

ta
ck

st
an

da
rd

of
90

m
gl

m
3

(h
ttp

s:
/lw

w
w

,sc
rib

d.
co

m
ld

oc
!9

00
47

74
0/

N
or

th
er

n-
Pu

lp
-m

ill
-p

er
m

it,
p.

17
).

Th
e

pa
rti

cu
la

te
m

ai
le

r
lim

it
on

po
w

er
bo

ile
r

em
is

si
on

s
re

m
ai

ns
at

15
0

m
g!

m
3

in
th

e
ne

w
IA

.

Th
e

ne
w

IA
al

so
re

qu
ire

s
th

at
an

nu
al

fac
ili

ty
em

iss
io

ns
of

to
tal

pa
rti

cu
la

te
m

ai
le

rf
ro

m
m

ain
fac

ili
ty

so
ur

ce
s

be
lim

ite
d

to
2.

0
ki

lo
gr

am
so

f t
ot

al
pa

rti
cu

la
te

m
at

te
rf

rP
M

)It
on

ne
of

pr
od

uc
tio

n.
A

co
m

pa
ris

on
of

se
ve

ra
l o

th
er

Ca
na

di
an

wa
ft

pu
lp

mi
lls

re
ve

al
ed

th
at

PM
em

iss
io

ns
of

ZO
kg

flo
nn

e
pr

od
uc

tio
n

is
sti

ll
fa

ra
bo

ve
th

e
sa

m
pl

ed
Ca

na
di

an
av

er
ag

e
of

1.
5l

kg
/to

nn
e

pr
od

uc
tio

n.
Th

er
ef

or
e,

th
e

on
ly

pa
rt

ic
ul

at
e

m
at

te
r

em
is

si
on

re
du

ct
io

n
re

qu
ir

em
en

t
in

th
is

IA
is

N
O

T
an

un
re

al
is

tic
ex

pe
ct

at
io

n
an

d
sh

ou
ld

ha
ve

be
en

m
or

e
ag

gr
es

si
ve

.

4



Clean The Mill comments on Bill No. 89 - Boat Harbour Act

Boat Harbour was once one of the most pristine areas in Nova Scotia and in 1925 made the shortEst to become a National
Park. But instead in the 1960’s it was offered as an industrial treatment lagoon for a bleached kraft pulp mill by the
government of the day. Every 24 hours, 90 million litres of fresh clean water gets pumped from Middle River, to the pulp
mill and is deposited as industrial effluent into Boat Harbour. To gain a perspective on this, this is close to the same daily
water requirements for the HRM, So imagine this amount of water being polluted each day, every day! And that this has
been happening for almost 50 years now.

When we look at a piece of bright white paper we’ve mostly been programmed into thinking that white means clean and new.
Since learning more about the process of a bleached bafi mill, white paper now makes me think of Boat Harbour and the
amount of chemicals that it must take to turn wood from its natural colour to bright white. Although modern, stale of the an
facilities exist elsewhere in the Country and the rest of the World, our mill in Pictou County has fallen far behind the pack
On Environment Canada’s website, there is information showing that in 2012 Northern Pulp was the 5th highest emitter of
PM2.5. That is out of all industries of all types in the Country. Out of all the pulp mills in the Country, Northern Pulp was
number one for releasing the most PM2.5. According to the World Health Organization, PM2.5 is the most carcinogenic form
of air pollution and is linked to various forms of cancer, pulmonary diseases and other respiratory illnesses. Tn 2012, 63% of
all industrial PM2.5 emitted in the Province of NS came from Northern Pulp alone, That’s more than all of our coal fired
power plants combined, and the situation is visibly worse now than it was in 2012.

I want to offer sincere thank you to the Government and to the Pictou Landing First Nation. Most people in Pictou County
have never been to Boat Harbour. Most mill employees have never seen it and most governments have ignored it. 1 want to
take this opportunity to say thank you to this Government for facing an extremely complex and difficult situation head on for
the first time in its almost 50 year history. I also want to thank the members of all parties who support this Bill. I also want to
congratulate and offer our sincere gratitude for the hard work of Chief Andrea Paul and her Band Council. There’s no
question that they’ve been the ones most affected by this issue alongside their neighbouring residents in Pictou Landing. I
yen’ much look forward to watching the whole community rise stronger through this and become vibrant and successfifl
again. They deserve nothing but the best.

So personally speaking .... I’ve lived in Pictou County my whole life. I’m very fortunate to have a job that allows me to travel
the World but I’m happiest when I’m back home with my family in good old Pictou County. There are many families
including mine who are concerned about the long-term health impacts of living near this mill and Boat Harbour. My wife and
I have talked many times about selling our house and moving away because of the concerns with the non-functioning
filtration equipment at the mill. It’s been bad. It’s a serious worry and some of you have may have seen recent pictures or
witnessed it firsthand but there’s nothing like living in it that keeps you motivated and wanting to see things cleaned up. The
mill has been here my whole life but I’ve never seen it as bad as it’s been over the last few years. There are many days when
you can’t see through the smog from the Pictou Causeway to Green Hill or from the town of Pictou to the mill itself. When it
lands heavy in the yard we turn off the air exchanger and make sure the kids aren’t playing outside. Whenever I drive by a
school yard or a soccer field and see kids out running and playing in the smog from the mill it makes me furious, They should
have a choice not to inhale the toxins.

Many call this an emotional issue which is true, but it’s an emotional issue that is based on facts. The mill has been operating
with non-fmctioning filtration components since at least 2006 and this is totally unacceptable. As a husband and father of
three young children I feel that my most important job in life is to keep my family safe. Air that you can’t see through cannot
be safe to breathe, especially the unfiltered emissions from an old and worn-down bleached ball pulp mill that’s being
pushed to record breaking production levels. And on top of all this, it’s been extremely frustrating that a group of volunteers
has had to fight the government to do something that the government should have been doing in the first place. Now we
really need the Government to stand up strong and be accountable to the people of Pictou County. With this file it is also
extremely important to us that partisan politics to be placed aside in the interest of doing what’s right and we hope to see
more cooperation between all of the parties. MI political parties played a role in creating the mess and all political parties
should play a role in helping clean up the mess.

We are however encouraged by all the recent activity on this file. This is a very exciting time. The remedintion of Boat
Harbour will be a huge step forward for Pictou County and to say that it’s long overdue would be an understatement. There
will be challenges ahead but if Paper Excellence steps up to the plate financially, meeting their environmental obligations and
are held accountable for the health and safety of the community and their employees, good things will most definitely



happen. The clean-up of Boat Harbour, the construction of a new industrial effluent treatment facility along with
infrastructure improvements at the mill could potentially create a lot ofjobs. Pictou County desperately needs Northern Pulp
to shape up. We also need to work to attract new and sustainable business opportunities that are a true reflection of what we
are capable of. If we remove the negative stigma we can raise the ceiling for our real economic growth potential. This whole
movement to clean up Boat Harbour is being seen as a very posilive step and will not only entice former residents to retire
back home from out West but will also help attract new residents to the area along with new atbusiness opportunities.

Although we are very optimistic about this Boat Harbour Bill, as Chief Andrea Paul stated it, “we remain cautiously
optimistic”. There has been a long history of non-compliance and lack of enforcement by the Department of Environment. It’s
been the lack of accountability by mill operators and governments that has gotten us into this mess. This is why strict
enforcement of the new IA will be necessary to provide the goal posts along the way that need to be met. But again, we are
encouraged and all of this is new and long overdue

There will obviously be a great concern about the industrial out-flow from a new treatment facility and where it might go. ICs
going to be extremely important to protect and preserve our lobster fishery and avoid creating another environmental disaster
that could haunt us in the future.

Another big question is whether or not Nova Scotia tax payers will be giving any more money to Northern Pulp. Since 2009
the mill has received over $139 million in financial assistance. And it hasn’t yet been determined what it will cost to bring
this mill into compliance with standards being met elsewhere in the World. MI that we can really do at this point is assume
that Northern Pulp’s comments to the media are sincere and that they plan on being here for the long haul. If they decide to
not invest in their own mill then in the words of a popular man in this house, “if it’s not a good investment for private
enterprise, then it’s not a good investment for the government either.”

No one wants to see people out of work But we’ve also only ever really heard the success stories from the good end of the
pipe. The stories from the bad end of the pipe are much different and have been ignored for a long time. I’m not just talking
about the obvious environmental disaster, there are other local jobs and locally owned businesses at risk if we continue to
support and maintain the status quo. Why did we lose 80 jobs last month, between the hardwood flooring place in Antigonish
and the hardwood mill in Westville because neither place can get hardwood logs? Meanwhile logs of all types are being
chipped and burned in Northern Pulp’s biomass boiler for power generation. They need the equivalent of 40 truckloads per
day just to keep the power on. The net job Loss for business as usual has never been determined. All things need to be
considered and we hope that the economic impact assessment portion of the process is fair, balanced and comprehensively
accounts for the both positive and negative outcomes.

So again a big thanks for this positive first step. We are very hopeful and encouraged by this Bill and the support it has
received from all parties. As we move down the road to the remediation of Boat Harbour and dealing with the air emissions
problem at Northern Pulp, we remain hopeful that standards will be enforced. It’s hard to look back and really blame previous
generations for the mess that we find ourselves in now because so much about the negative health and environmental impacts
was unlarnwn and unimaginable back then. But in this day and age we know better and therefore we have to do better. It
seems that we’re now finally on the road to righting some wrongs so again thanks to everyone who supports this monumental
Boat Harbour Bill. You should all sleep very well tonight.

Thank you,
Dave Gunning


