Presentation to
Law Amendments Committee

Bill No. 94

Good Morning Mr. Chairman, Members of the Law Amendments Committee:

My name is Russell Boucher. | am a life-long resident of Havre Boucher, Antigonish
County, and | have also just been given the privilege to serve as the new Warden for
Antigonish County. With me today is Pierre Boucher, newly elected Councillor for the
Tracadie/Monastery area, Alan Bond, Municipal Clerk/Treasurer and Mr. Len
Robertson, a strong community volunteer.

First of all let me congratulate the good people of Shelburne and their MLA, Fisheries
Minister, the Honourable Sterling Belliveau; who through their efforts convinced this
Committee to be here today to hear the electors concerns over proposed changes to
the Provincial Electoral Boundaries. The electors of Shelburne, much like many of
those in Antigonish County, were not given the opportunity to be heard prior to the
final report of the Electoral Boundaries Commission being released. Unfortunately our
request to hold a similar meeting in Havre Boucher was turned down by the
Government. We therefore felt it necessary to travel here today and, on behalf of our
Municipal Council and the electors of Antigonish County, we wish to convey our
concerns over Bill 94 which provides for merging the area of Antigonish County, east of
the Tracadie River, with Guysborough-Sheet Harbour to form East Nova.

We acknowledge the Commission had a daunting task before them. However, this
process, in our opinion, has been flawed from the start. The Interim Report of the
Commission, dated May 31, 2012, would have seen the Antigonish riding, which follows
the same property lines as Antigonish County, divided in half to bolster a declining
population in Guysborough on one side and East Pictou on the other. The Interim
Report, as we know, was not accepted by the Government and a Revised Interim
Report, dated July 20, 2012, was released which left Antigonish County as is. Electors
of Antigonish County were very pleased to learn that their riding would stay intact. The
reason given by the Commission to keep Antigonish as a riding was that the Interim
Report would have divided three ridings, including Antigonish. As one of the
Commission members stated “in a sense, we only ended up impacting two ridings
(Guysborough and Pictou) it does kind of represent a less dramatic change that what

was initially proposed”.




During the second round of public hearings, residents of Antigonish County were, for
the most part, silent on the findings of the Revised Interim Report as no change was
being proposed. However, when the final report was released on September 25, 2012
the Commission recommended changes to the Antigonish riding that would have the
area of Antigonish Cbunty, east of the Tracadie River, merging with Guysborough-Sheet
Harbour to form East Nova. Why was this done? Surely, not to allow the three Pictou
ridings to remain intact to the detriment of our community. Make no mistake about it,
Antigonish is one community and the electors of Antigonish County Mr. Chairman are
being penalized for doing a good job. We are one of very few Municipalities in rural
Nova Scotia that has managed to maintain its population and instead of encouraging
this; we are being penalized by the government of the day — the first NDP government
in Antigonish County since 1867.

Mr. Chairman, this is not the first time residents of the Eastern part of Antigonish
County have faced adversity when it comes to boundary changes. In 1973 the Graham
Royal Commission proposed changes to municipal boundaries that would have seen
the Eastern portion of Antigonish County become part of a larger Guysborough/Cape
Breton Municipal Boundary Revision. A map is attached as appendix A to our
submission which, if you look closely, the Eastern portion of Antigonish County is being
severed, much in the same fashion as Bill 94 will do. In 1974, however, residents were
given an opportunity to be heard and not only residents of the Eastern part of
Antigonish County spoke out against the proposed change, but all of the residents of
Antigonish County rose up in support of their friends, relatives and neighbours to the
East and Antigonish County was left as one community. Surely history must have
taught us something. Mr. Chairman, attached as Appendix B is a petition signed by
many residents of Antigonish County who oppose this legislation. We want to make it
very clear that many of the signatures on this petition are from all parts of the County,
not just the area being affected by Bill 94. In a very short time period hundreds of
people have come out in support of keeping Antigonish Town and County as a separate
riding. While no opportunity was provided the electors of Antigonish County to
express their concern on the recommendations in the final report, a day will come
when electors will have their voices heard.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, let me say first of all that our friends and neighbours in
Guysborough are great people and we work with them on various projects and
initiatives that impact both of our communities but we are just that....two communities



and Antigonish Municipal Council and its electors feel very strongly about that. This
became quite evident when Regional Development Authorities were formed in this
Province. The Government proposed one RDA for Antigonish/Guysborough. However,
in discussions with our colleagues in Guysborough it was agreed that, given the
economic development priorities of each area, that we ask the Government to amend
the legislation and allow for two separate Regional Development Authorities. This was
done and since that time the residents of Antigonish County have worked hard to grow
our community and increase our population base.

Finally, Bill 94 will split the Tracadie and Havre Boucher communities down the middle.
A community that shares a long cultural history. It shares the same school. Its seniors
have an active organization, and parishioners attend Church services in each
community, participate in Christmas Bazaars and other Church functions. On November
171%™ past, Havre Boucher also hosted its annual Tracadie/Havre Boucher Remembrance
Day ceremonies. Bill 94 will also divide a Municipal district. Two MLA’s serving one
district may not seem that much of a concern for someone sitting in Halifax but for the
people in Tracadie and the Havre Boucher area | can assure you Mr. Chairman, itis a

major concern.

The Terms of Reference, Sec. 2(c) ii clearly states that “Deviations from parity of voting
power may be justified in consideration of community history and interests”. This was
a mandatory requirement of the Commission and in the case of Tracadie and Havre
Boucher was not complied with. The Final Report of the Commission not only divides
the Antigonish riding by a boundary line but it dampens our spirits as a community.

Mr. Chairman, the Antigonish riding as we know it today was created in 1867. A
riding, to this day, that meets all of the criteria established in the Terms of Reference
for the Provincial Boundaries Commission.

Thank you again to the good folks here in Shelburne for allowing us the opportunity to
use your community centre to present our case before the Law Amendments
Committee. We wish you well and we thank the Committee for their time today.
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APPENDIX "B"

We, the under31gned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
| Boundaries Commission which recommends-that-all
—————electors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
-~ removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
Gl_lysborough under the new rldmg tob be named East Nova.
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We, the under51gned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
~ Boundaries Comiiiission whichrecommends-that-all
————electors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
— —-removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not in favor of thlS dec1smn I —
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We, the undersngned residents of Antlgomsh County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
Boundaries Commiission which recommends-thatall
R electors from-the Tracadie- River to the Straitof Cansobe
____ removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
__Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not in favor of this dec1smn
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o We, the undersngne;i residents of Antigonish County,
B protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
T N that all

Boundaries Commiission whichrecommends-that-all
- ————alectors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be

removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are noti in favor of thlS decision.
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o We, the unders1gned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
‘Boundaries Commission whichrecommends-thatall —
---——electors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
—_removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
 Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.
~ We are not in favor of thlS dec1510n
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We, the under51gned reSIdents of Antlgomsh County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
T Boundaries Commission which recommends-that-all S
——--—--—glectorsfrom the Tracadie Riverto the Strait of Canso be
- —...removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
__Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova
We are not m favor of thlS dec1s10n
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_ We, the undersigned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
Boundaries Commission whichrecommends-thatall———— _
T 'electﬁrs‘from»the--TraeadiedliveriuheﬁtraiLof  Canso be
_____removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
 Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

~ We are not in favor of this decision.
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,,_4_\We, the undersngned residents of Ant1gomsh County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral -
" Boundaries Commission whichrecommends thatall ' .
——-—-——-electorsfrom-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
e e —removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
__ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not in favor of thls dec1smn
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 We,the under51gned}e81deﬁt; of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

Boundaries Commission whichi recommends-that-all -
- electors from the Tracadie Riverto the Strait of Canso be
 removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
~ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.
We are not in favor of this decision. T
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" We, the undersigned residents of Antigonish County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral ——
at-all T '

“ T~ Boundaries Commission whichrrecommends-that-atl
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We, the unﬁei‘mgned residents of Antigonish Connty,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

Boundaries Commission which recommends-thatall———

——glectors from-the-Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
. removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

_ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not m favor of thlS decnsmn
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We, the underSIgned resndent,s of Antlgomsh County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

" Boundaries Commiission which recommends-thatall
—————-glectors-from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be

.. removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova

We are ot m favor of thlS decxsmn

;’";“f N@ﬁ foids

| ]’/(MJ{@ 5@ M(/AM

Nowi

l/—%auc&r\

#M 8&‘/°1c \S*




.
:f"%; -

e

QMM ‘:\MW

NI

i CW?L |EVENVI NN

/A

WLW Om:i@/
el Asuckey

90&9 LkL\ ?m&u b Sy

) P)N&«c on LATE AT

s

Hauy e Kf)@ud«ﬂf

Wave Boucks?”

- Havre paucks
- Havw Powckas

——— e ———— e e




ELCid

Q@M

N, UPTDNGURIIIN, WU o e

We, the underSIgned | residents of Antigonish County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
~Boundaries Commission whichrecommends-thatall——

e alectors from-the Tracadie River: to the Strait of Canso be _

— . _removed from the Antigonish

riding and joined with

' Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not m favor of thls decnslon.
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W the undersngned residents of Antigonish County,
?",_test the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
Bpundaries Commission’ whichrecommends-thatall—————————
————-electors from-the Fracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
___removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
, Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.
- Weare notl in favor of thxs dec1510n """
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We, the undersigned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scolia Electoral
| "“M“B‘“dﬁﬁiiﬁ"lé“s“"C’ﬁﬁiﬁl‘i?siﬁn”whichrewmmendsfhabal}—~~w—m
T “‘*electorsfrom«thefTfaeadie»RivequheS.tnaiLwaCanso be
_____ removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
~ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.
We are not in favor of this decision.
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We, the un(iersigned"réisments of Antigonish County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

Boundaries Comniission whichrecommends-thatall
-——-—--alectors-from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be

e removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

__Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not m favor of thls dec151on B
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- We, the undersngned residents of Antlgomsh County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

Boundaries Commission whichrecommendsthatal————
———————electors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
~———removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

__ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova

We are not in favor of thls decnslon
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We, the under51gned residents of Antlgomsh County,

protest..the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral

Boundarles Commission which recommends-thatall—
--electorsfrom-the Tracadie Riverto. the Strait of Canso be
removedfrom the Antigonish riding and joined with

Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

We are not in favor of this dec1smn T
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We, the undérsngned residents of Anﬁgbniéﬁ'ébuh&;

Boundaries Cominission

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
whichrecommendsthatal———————

————electors from the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be

" We are not in favor of this de

’

P
F % Ll 7T

__removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

_ Guysborough }mder the new riding to be named East Nova.
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We the undersngned residents of Antigonish County,
protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral
o Boundaries Commission which recommends-thatall—
——————glectors from-the Tracadie River to the Strait of Canso be
————— —removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with
_ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.
We are not in favbr of thlS dec1swn
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We, the gl_ngerSIgned residents of Antigonish County,

protest the final report of the Nova Scotia Electoral —

" Boundaries Commission whichrecommends-thatall— -

- -—-glectors-from-the Tracadie River to.the Strait of Canso be
— v removed from the Antigonish riding and joined with

__ Guysborough under the new riding to be named East Nova.

~ Weare notin favor of this decision. -
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