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December 8, 201 1

Honourable Ross Landry
Minister of Nova Scotia Department of Justice
Chair of the Law Amendments Committee
5151 Terminal Road
P.O. Box 7
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2L 6

Re: Snow Sport Helmet Act, Bill 13 1

Honourable Ross Landry,

I was pleased to hear the announcement of the Snow Sport Helmet Act, Bill 131 by the Minister o f
Health, Honourable Maureen MacDonald on December 6 th . I am writing this letter to indicate the
Division of Neurosurgery's full support of this legislation .

As a Neurosurgeon, I see the devastating lifelong consequences of traumatic brain injury . The human
and financial costs are staggering . The financial cost of one severe brain injury is $400,000 the firs t

year, and every year thereafter . We know that skiing and snowboarding injuries occur on NS ski hill s
and the severity of head injury while skiing and snowboarding can be decreased by as much as 88 %
with the use of helmets ; therefore, I strongly encourage you to pass this very important piece o f
legislation .

This legislation is an important opportunity to showcase Nova Scotia's leadership at a national leve l

in brain injury prevention .

Sincerely ,

David B . Clarke, MDCM, PhD, FRCSC, DABNS, FAC S
Director, Neurotrauma and Injury Prevention
Interim Head, Division of Neurosurger y
Professor, Departments of Surgery (Neurosurgery, Otolaryngology )

Anatomy & Neurobiology, Medicine (Endocrinology )
and Ophthalmology & Visual Science s

DBC/cdr


