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An Act to Amend Chapter 494
of the Revised Statutes, 1989,

the Vital Statistics Act

Be it enacted by the Governor and Assembly as follows:

1 This Act may be cited as the Timely Medical Certificates Act.

 2 Section 2 of Chapter 494 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Vital Statistics Act, as
amended by Chapter 8 of the Acts of 1998, Chapter 29 of the Acts of 2000 and Chapter 31 of
the Acts of 2001, is further amended by adding immediately after clause (o) the following
clause:

(oa) “nurse practitioner” means a nurse practitioner as defined in the Regis-
tered Nurses Act;  

3 (1) Subsections 17(3) and (4) of Chapter 494 are repealed and the following
subsections substituted: 

(3) The funeral director shall forthwith after the death obtain from

(a) the medical practitioner who was last in attendance during the
last illness of the deceased;

(b) a nurse practitioner in the circumstances prescribed by the
regulations;

          (c)     a qualified person authorized by the regulations and in the cir-
cumstances prescribed by the regulations; or

(d)  where the Chief Medical Examiner has conducted an inquest
on the body or an inquiry into the circumstances of the death, the Chief
Medical Examiner,

a medical certificate in the prescribed form stating the cause of death according
to the International List of Causes of Death, as last revised by the International
Commission assembled for that purpose. 

(4) Upon the request of the funeral director, the person who has been
asked to provide the medical certificate pursuant to subsection (3) shall com-
plete the medical certificate in the prescribed form and cause it to be delivered
to the funeral director.

(2) Subsection 17(5) of Chapter 494 as amended by Chapter 31 of the Acts of
2001, is further amended by

(a) adding “, a nurse practitioner or a qualified person” immediately after
“medical practitioner” in the second line; and

(b) striking out “(4)” in the third line and substituting “(3)”.  



2                                                           
4 Subsection 51(1) of Chapter 494, as amended by Chapter 8 of the Acts of 1998,
Chapter 29 of the Acts of 2000, Chapters 5 and 45 of the Acts of 2001 and Chapter 15 of the
Acts of 2006, is further amended by adding immediately after clause (f) the following
clauses:

(fa) specifying qualified persons for the purpose of Section 17;

(fb) prescribing the circumstances under which, including when and where, a
nurse practitioner or a qualified person is authorized to complete and sign a medical
certificate of death;

__________


