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1789. Anno Vicelfimo Nono Regis, Grorerr 111 Car. I

At the GENErRAL AssEMBLY of this Province

- of Nova-Scetia, begun and holden at Ha-
LiFAX, on the Fifth Day of December,
1785, in the Twenty Sixth Year of the
Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE
the Third of Greas-Britain, France, and
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &ec.
and there continued by feveral Proroga-
tions unto the Fifth Day of March, 1789,
in the Twenty Ninth Year of his Ma-
jefty’s Reign, being the Fourth Seflion
of the Sixth General Affembly, convened
in the faid Province. |

CAP I
An ACT for the better Regulation of Ele&ions.

bﬁo{}&}@ﬁg E it enafted by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Affem-
K. %%é blyy and it is hereby enaélted by the Authority of the fame,
§ B % That from and after the Publication hereof, every Sheriff

: #X or other Officer to whom any Writ for ele&ting a Mem-
@!{3@{%{3@?‘ ber or Members to ferve in the General Ajfembly of this
Province, fhall be directed upon Receipt thereof fhall fortwith give
public Notice of the Day and Place of the Elecion, by putting up
* Advertifements at leaft twenty Days before the Time of fuch ‘Ele&ion
at three of the moft public Places in their County, and fhall, at the
Time appointed at the County Court Houfe, if the Ele@ion be held
for the County, ‘and at the ufual and accuftomed Place, if held for a.
Townihip, between the Hours of Tenand Twelve in the Morning

- proceed to the Ele@ion by reading his Writ, and fhall not declare the
. Choice upon the View, nor adjourn from that to any other Place
- witheut the Confent of the Candidates, nor by any unneceflary Ad-
journment delay the Elegion, but fhall, if a Poll be required, fairly
and indifferently procged from Day to Day and Time to Time to take
the Poll, until all the Electors then and there prefent be polled, and
before the Sheriff fhall clofe the Poll fo opened, unlefs with the Con-
fent of the Candidates, he fhall make Proclamation for the Freeholder
40 come forward and give their Votes, and if, after fuch P roclama-
Bbb tions
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Twenty Days No-
tice previous to an
Ele&ion, anb Pub-
lic Notice in three
News Papers.
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Jf no Votes for one
hour to clofe the
Poll.

Two Freeholders
appointed to afflift
the Sheriff,

The Cletk to be
Sworn who takes
the Poll,

The Qath of Alle-
giance.

The Voters Oath.

If a Quaker his
Affiirmation.
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tion made, no Freeholders fhall appear to vote for the fpace of one

3
4
1

Hour, the Poll fhall be clofed, and the Sheriff, after reading his Wnt |
_and before he opens the Poll, fhall appoint two refpe&able Frechol-
ders to be his Afliftants in conduéing th_e Ele&ion, who fhall be
fworn to the faithful and impartial difcharge of their Duty, and the

Sheriff, at the Clofe of the Poll, fhall declare the Perfon, having the
Majority of Votes, to be duly ele®ed, and in Cafe a Scrutiny fhall be

demanded the Sheriff fhall grant the fame, and fhall, with his two
Afliftants, proceed in {fuch Scrutiny if the Party demanding’ the Poll
fhall perfift in his demand, the Day following the Clofe of the Poll,
Provided always, that no Vote fhall be fcrutinized but fuch Voteot
Votes as were excepted toat the Time of holding the Poll, and marked

as fuch on the Poll Book, and the Sheriff fhall recurn his Proceed-
ings on fuch Scrutiny to the:Houfe to be adjudged on and determins
ed, and the Sheriff or other Officer as aforefaid, is hereby directed
and commanded to appoint one Clerk and one Infpecor for each Can-
didate, who thall be nominated by the Candidates reﬁpe&xvely, which
Clerks fhall be fworn by the Sheriff or other Officer/ to' take the Poll
/fairly and indifferently by fetting down the Names of the Ele@ors and
the Place of their abode, and the Perfon they give their Vote for, ‘and
the Sheriff or other Officer fhall give a Copy of the Poll to every
Perfon that fhall defire-the fame, he paying reafonable Fees for writ-
ing the fame ; and if any Elector be queftioned as to his Qualification
by any Candidate, the Sheriff or other Officer thall adminifter to him

the Oath of Allegiance, as preferibed by Law, and fhall lxkewxfe ad.

minifter the following Oath :
I do fwear that I am, by Law, intitled to a Vote in the Town

or County of in the Province of Nofva-Scatm, and that the Lands,
Tenements or Heréditaments for wbhich I claima Right to vote, confift of

. and are fituate, bing and being “in and the fame bath or
bave not been made or granted: to me fraudulently on purpife to * qualify me
t0 give my Votes and that I bave not received or bad by myfelf or any Per-

Jon whatevery in truft for me or formy Ufe and Benefit direfily or indivest-

byy-any Sum or Sums of Money, Offices Place, or employment, Gift or Re-
ward, or any Promife or Security for amy Money, Office, Employment or

Gift, in order to givemy Vote at tbis Eleftion, and that I bhave not before
been polied at this Elettion, and that the Place of my Abode is at

So.belp me GOD. Or if Quakers the teft or' Affirmation to the faxﬁe
Effect, and all fraudulent Conveyances of Land to multiply Votes ot
to qualify Voters at Elections fubje to an Agreement to reconvey

- the fame, fhall be taken againft the Grantors .as free and abfolute, and_

If a Fraudulent

Conveyance to for-
feit L10. halfto the
Province halftothe

POQ!‘

all collateral Securities for defeating fuch Eftate fhall be void, and the
Perfon making fuch Conveyances or voting by Colour thereof fthall
forfeit Ten Founds to any Perfon that will fue for the fame in any

Court of Record in this Province, one half Part thereof to any Perfon

or Perfons who fhall profecute the fame to Effect, and the other Moiety

toand for the Ufe ofthe Poor of the Townihlp concerned in fuch
Ele&ion. : - 1L Aﬂd'
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11. And be it further enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That each
Perfon : hereafter to be chofen a Member of Affembly, and each
Ele&or at the Time of giving his Vote in any Eleétion hereafter to be
held in this Province, fhall a&ually have an Income of Forty Shill-
ings per Annum in Real Eftate, or fhall have within the County or
Town for which he votes, or fhall be eletted for in his own Right in

fee fimple, a Dwelling Houfe with the Ground on which the fame
“ftands, or one hundred Acres of Land cultivated or uncultivated , fuch
-Perfon or Perfons, poffefling any one of the before mentioned In-
terefts fhall be entitled to vote or be elected for the County or Town
‘wherein the fame fhall be fituate, and Perfons holding any of the be-
fore mentioned Pofleflions by Licence of Occupation under the Crown
fhall have a Right to vote noththﬂfandmor LA Defeét in fuch Mode
of Conveyance. :

111 And be it further enaed by the Authority afofjefaid, That every '

Sheriff or other Officer to whom the Execution of any Writ for the
ele®ing any Member or Members to ferve in the General Affembly of
this Province, fhall be dire&ted and that a& contrary or otherwife than
by this A& is directed, or fhall return any Perfon or Perfons not duly
eleéted by the Majority of the Freeholders, every fuch Officer fhall
forfeit the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, one third Part thereof to
the King, his Heirs and Succeflors, one third Part to the Poor of the
County or Townthip concerned in fuch Ele&ion, the remaining third
Part thereof to the Party grieved that will fue for the fame, with
Cofts of Suit to be recovered in any Court of Record in this Province
by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information.

IV." And be it further enacied, by the Authority aforefaid, That any
Perfon or Perfons who fhall at the Requeft of any Candidate atany
future Ele&ion, furnifh any Meat, Drink or Entertainment of any
kind, during fuch Candidates Ele&ion, to any Freeholder or Body of
Frecholders, or to any other Defcription of People, fuch Perfon or
Perfons fo furm{hmg the fame fhall be totally difabled and prevented
from recovering from fuch Candidate, or from any of his Friends,
any Reward or Payment whatfoever for fuch Entertainment, or any
Part thereof ; and if any Perfon or Perfons fhall fue any Candidate, or
any of his Friends, forthe whole or any Part of the Expences of fuch
Entertainment, it fhall.and -may be lawful for the Judges of the Court

“wherein fuch Suit thall be. brought (on due Proof being made that
{uch Demand arifes for and on-Account of the Entertainment of the
Freeholders at or during any Eleion in this Pravince) to order the
Party, bringing fuch Suit, (to be nonfuited, and to enter Judgement
~accordingly. Provided always, that nothing herein contained fhall
extend to prevent any Perfon or Perfons from recovering from any in-

dividual Perfon the Value of fuch Entertainment as he or they may

during an Ele&ion furnith, or provide for fuch individual Perion for
_his own Ufe and at his own {pecial Inftance and Requeft. V. Aud

Each Voter muft
have 40s. per An-
num or 100 Acres
of Land or holding
Lands by Licence
of Occupation.

If the Sheriff thould
make a falfe return -
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Againft Bribery,

This A& to be
read each Day of
Polling.

The Poll nmot to
. Exceed Six Days.

The Sheriff to re-

geive 10s. per Day .

of each Caundidate,
and 208, if a Scru-
ting isdemanded,

Preamble.-

Courts held at Oz-
How, 1t Tuelday in
January, 11t Tuef-
day in Fuly,

“England for fuch. Offences.

‘Sheriff or his Deputy at the opening the Poll each Day fhall read '
‘A&, and no other Oath, fave as herein before dire¢ted, fhall
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V. Aud be it further enaéied by the autbornjy aﬁarefmd 'Ihi!& an
Perfon or Perfons who fhall bribe or corrupt any F recholder or Fret
holders at any Ele&ion within this Province, fuch Perfon or Perfor
fm 0 offending fhall {uffer all the Penalties prefcribed by the La

V1. And be it further enailed, 5} 1he aulborzty aforefaid, Thag

qulred from any Voter at any Ele&ion hereafter to be held in th
‘vince, nor fhall any religious Teft be required from fuch Vgt;e;
berty of Confcience being one amongft many other Bleﬂings canfe
on this Province by our Mo{’c Gracious Sovgrcxgn.

VII. And be it further maﬂed That the Poll for any one Ele
fhall not be kept open more than Six Days, after which Time it
and may be lawful for the Sherlﬁ' to clofe it and return the Cand
who fhall then have the Majonty o}' Votes, gng thq,g: fgr each Day
Poll fhall be kept open, the Sheriff fhall be entitled to receive from
each Candidate the Sum of Ten Shillings, to be recovered by A4
of Debt before any one Juftiee of the Peace for the Coum:y in which
the Ele&ion fhall be held, and ifa Scrutmy is demanded, Twm
Shillings for his Attendance on it, each Day to be paid by the C N
dxdate demandmg it, and to be rccovcrsd as aforc,fa.xd «
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GAP II

An A& for altering the Times appomted for hol j
the Cours of Common Pleas and General S;ﬁm - of
the Peace in the Dlﬁrlé’c of Co/cbe/}er. i

&,’gxgg{ﬂ HEREAS the /t'aim' Periods for bold be

& e €ommon Pleas and General Seflions - pf thq Peace '
»4 v M the Dz_/z‘rzﬁ‘ of Colchefter bave been fogmd extremely
3 V& convenient to lbc Inbahhmts of jaul Dgﬁr;ﬁ fw‘ Rme

EERET bkt

Be it enatted by the Licutenant Governor, Council and Aﬁ'mbly,
the Court of Common Pleas and General Seflions of the Peace thall
in future held at Onflow, in faid Diftri&, on the firft Tuefday :
nuaryy and Firft Tuefday of Fuly, annually, any Law, Ufage 0
tpm to the contrary noththﬁandmg : o
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